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From the Tumuaki desk this week ...

Spring is in the air! What a wonderful time of the year.

The children have returned to school eager to learn and interact with each other. This is a nine week, 2 day term so time

will fly by. There is a huge number of exciting activities planned for the children in terms of topics along with the usual
3Rs.

QUIZ NIGHT FUNDRAISING FOR NEW SANDPIT

This coming Friday night, the Parent-Teacher Committee (PTC) is holding a quiz evening to fund-raise money for a Year 3
and 4 sandpit by Room 9. Our Junior sandpit is well-used every day by the Junior children. The children enjoy playing in it
tremendously. We have very few hassles behaviour-wise due to it being a decent size and the children are fully engaged
when they are playing in there. When it was huilt about 2004, we only had about 330 pupils at the school at the time,
now we have 534,

Many of our Year 3 and 4 children would still love to be able to play in there, but numbers don’t permit it. A downside of
a larger school. A number of the Year 3 and 4 children have been playing in the sand by Room 9 (in the long jump-pits).
Unfortunately, it has meant the sand has been scattered all around the area. So, the PTC are raising funds for another
fully enclosed sandpit over there. It will he a real hit with many of the Year 3 and 4 children. The hope heing to have it
fully operational by the end of this term.

NEW FENCES AND GATES

Many parents experienced an issue with the new fences and gates around the school yesterday and today. A number
have questioned why the fences, gates and latches are so high since many children and even some adults can not open
the gate latches. The reason being this is a Ministry of Education project (they are paying for them) as opposed to a
Richmond School project. These are necessary to contain one, and possibly more, children who have enrolled in recent

times who endeavour to leave the school grounds with little appreciation of the dangers

involved. One child used to climb the early childhood fences/gates and leave the centre. The

Ministry has commissioned this for our school rather than provide a full-time teacher-aide for
. this child (and others). The latches have to be this high for
these reasons. If parents and children can’t open the latches
then please come to the main office area and press the
button. I

There are now gates at all our access points (like 12

entrances). Also, the office area has to be secured so the




children can’t leave through the main office door via the eastern foyer door. So,
again the Ministry of Education is paying for a fancy buzzer intercom system (there is
a TV type screen in the office) and the office staff/management will open the door
remotely for visitors, courier drivers etc. Parents can still enter via an outside gate
and visit the office area via the western door to the office area. The office system will
be computerised to operate 8:30am — 3:10pm. Outside of these hours the door will
he able to be accessed as per now.
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Our aim is to make changes to this system once there is no longer a major need (for safety re ) to have these latches
so high and the office area so securely controlled.

PIWAKAWAKA'’S VISIT A FARM

At the end of last term, six of our Piwakawaka classes were lucky enough to visit a lifestyle block owned by a school family
as part of our farm inquiry topic. The weather was perfect and we all had a fantastic day exploring life on the farm.

The children enjoyed a variety of fun farm activities, including sitting on a tractor, taking part in a farm scavenger hunt,
grooming ponies, patting baby lambs and racing hobby horses around an arena. It was lovely to see how much they
enjoyed the experience, even if some of the farm smells were a little unfamiliar!

The children were exceptionally well-behaved throughout the day and represented our school with pride. A special thank
you to the Stevens’ family for their generosity and kindness in welcoming us onto their property and making this
memorable experience possible.

INTER-REGIONAL CROSS COUNTRY

Recently the regional cross-country event was held with a number of our students taking part.
Lily Hoult came 11* with Lily Rowland right behind her in 12t place.

Both girls then represented Tasman in the Inter-Regional competition, coming in 33™ and 26
respectively. Fantastic results girls.

LUCKY BOOK CLUB
CLOSES THURSDAY
29" OCTOBER




e Bring your own nibbles

e Bar available —cash or
EftPos but no credit or

Quiz, Laugh, Give Back. 45 paywave

A fun night with friends while raising funds for Richmond School's tamariki.

Friday 16 Oct 2026 7PM e Bring coins for heads

Doors open at 6:30pm and tails game

Silent Auction | Eftpos available
Pizza & hot chips supplied

Richmond School Hall,
Cambridge Street, Richmond

For further info, contact:
richmondschoolptc@gmail.com
or ph: 03 544 8959
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QUIZ HELPERS REQUIRED

We require helpers on Friday night from 6.30pm -
10pm.

Showing people to tables, selling raffles and
bribes, collecting for heads & tails game, collecting
and marking answer sheets.

If you’re able to help, we would love to hear from
you. Contact the office or email
richmondptc@gmail.com




TERM 4 DATES TO NOTE

Friday 23 October - Teacher Only Day

Monday 26" October - Labour Day

Friday 30 October - Gym Competition

Tuesday 3" November through to Tuesday 10" November - Takahe Syndicate camps
Thursday 5" November - Gym Competition

Thursday 12" November - Senior/Middle Athletics

Friday 13** November - Year 6 students visit WIS

Monday 16" November for two weeks - Life Education

Tuesday 17" November approx. 11am - New Entrant Classes & Year 6 photos
Friday 20" November - Junior Athletics

Wednesday 25" November - New Entrant Information Evening

Wednesday 25" November (no postponement date) - Interschool Athletics
Tuesday 1%t December - Tui Syndicate day camp at Quinney’s Bush

Tuesday 8" December & Thursday 10" December - 2027 New Entrant Visits
Thursday 10" December - Reports given out

Monday 14* December 11am - Year 6 Final Assembly

Monday 14" December - Year 6 Graduation Dinner

LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR 2026

Tuesday 15" December
12.30pm finish

SCHOOL IS CLOSED ON FRIDAY 23" OCTOBER.

This is an Accord Day (Staff Only Day).

This is the same weekend as Labour Weekend.
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Book Club Issue 7 gets back to books!

We make reading easy and affordable by:

Giving away FREE BOOKS with every order on this Issue over $25*

Giving a $5 discount to anyone who ordered from Issue 6*

Giving another $5 discount for families and educators to spend on Issue 8
« Giving back 15% of every order to the school in Scholastic Rewards

t Families can get up to pt +

+ 3 FREE BOOKS nthls Issue'

Order from Issue 7 and get a

DISCOUNT Jfrioniet

*Minimum spends apply to redeem, Online orders only. % %




25 ICONIC MOVIES
AVAILABLE!
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DRINKS AND NIBBLES AVAILABLE AT THE BAR.

il o ww
2 [T
2 T 3
w1

SCOUTS

Aotearoa

2
wr .

3 Qctober FrE®
6:00-7:30 pm

BOUNCY CASTLE « FOOD « ACTIVITIES ¢ LOLLIES

& Intrepid

BRITISH

AND IRISH
FILM FESTIVAL

Cracking
cinema.

CORNER OF

TRAFALGAR & HALIFAX
STATECINEMAS.CO.NZ/BIFF
(03) 548 3885

Athletics teaches you fundamental physical
skills and is a fun and family friendly sport!

HAVE A GO NIGHT - TUESDAY 13™ OCTOBER
SAXTON ATHLETICS TRACK 5:15-7:00PM

For chil

of age (as of 31/12/26)

f Athletics Richmond  www.sporty.co.nz/athleticsrichmond

est. 1988
www.aikidonelson.nz

NELSON

Want to learn self defence and become more confident?
New students can enrol in the first three weeks of each Term
Check out our facebook,
call Callum 021 0694211

5.7 year olds 8-13 year olds
Mondays 5-5.45pm Wednesdays and
Wednesdays 4.15-5pm  Fridays 5-6pm

14+ year olds
Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays 6-7.30pm
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MAKE A DECORATION FOR OUR SPECIAL CHRISTMAS TREE

Decorate your very own peanut butter lid Christmas decoration, then
have a Polaroid photo taken to add to the other side.

Pic's Peanut Butter World, Nelson
From 28 September, 8: 30am-4pm
Make your own peanut butter lid
decoration + snap a Polaroid!

Christmas tree at Nelson Cathedral, bring;
together decorations made by families from our
Pic's Peanut Butter community.

Come along, get creative and help us fill the tree!

‘ Dress up, put on plays, learn to animate, knit, ‘
sew, do woodwork, make sculptures,
miniatures, draw, paint, experiment or bring
your own project.
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Term Time

Holidays

OSCAR Subsidies available



