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How time flies when you are having fun!  

Last year, we celebrated two staff members, Grant Irvine (teacher) and Sheila Hunter (teacher-aide) who had been working 

at Richmond School for 25 years (and still are!). 

Last Friday, we held a morning tea in honour of Sue Russ who began working as a teacher-aide on the 23rd 

April 2002. 25 years later, she is a very experienced teacher-aide who still graces the school with her 

company, sense of humour and expert teacher-aiding. Sue is presently the staff representative on the Board 

of Trustees and the Support Staff NZEI representative.  

Many thanks Sue, for your outstanding service and contribution to Richmond School, during the past 25 

years.  

28th April 2026 

From the Tumuaki desk this week … 



A huge thank-you to our wonderful parent community!  

Term 1 2026 our ‘regular’ attendance rate has bettered the government’s aim of 80% of regular attendance. Our rate 

was 81%. This meant that 81% of our students were absent from school less than 5 days in the term. Here is our chart 

showing the percentage of attendance at each category.  
 

 

Throughout New Zealand, the Term 1 2026 average was 68.6 percent of students attending school ‘regularly’. So, we are 

doing incredibly well. 

Thank you to parents for getting your children to school on a regular basis. We are fully aware children do get sick and have 

other medical issues, and need to stay at home. Away on holiday is not a valid reason for a child being away from school. 

Legally children must be at school on the days schools are open. 

Regular school attendance is essential for student success. In New Zealand, the percentage of students attending regularly 

is low compared to many other countries. Lifting attendance is a shared responsibility. School staff, boards and parents all 

play vital roles in supporting students to be at school and learning. 

In August 2023, the New Zealand Government announced a nationwide attendance initiative to address declining school 

attendance. As part of this initiative, all schools were required to implement a Stepped Attendance Response (STAR) 

system by Term 1 2026, as per indicated in the chart above. 

The STAR step system ensures that schools respond to absenteeism in a timely, consistent, and proportionate way—so that 

no student is left behind. The government sees attendance as the gateway to better educational outcomes, health, and 

future opportunities. 

The government’s target being 80% of students attending school regularly, which means a student being present for at 
least 90% of the term (i.e. in a typical 10 week term a child has to be at school 90 out of the 100 days). The government 
demands schools follow-up and document frequent absenteeism including meetings with parents and designing an 
attendance improvement plan. 

80% ‘regular’ attendance is a bold target, especially considering that nationally for many years, the average percentage is 
much lower than 80%.  
 
Traditionally, Richmond School percentages have been higher than the regional and national averages. 



 

 

 

PTC MEETING 
Our next meeting is  

MONDAY 4th MAY at 7pm 
In our school staffroom 

ALL WELCOME LUCKY BOOK CLUB 

DUE 7th MAY 

Katelyn 

Parker Baxter 



TERM 2 MINIBALL 
Year 5/6 miniball registration notices have been given out today.  If your 

child would like to play and didn’t receive a notice, please collect from the 

office. Registrations (and payment) need to be back to the office by 

Monday 4th May. 

Year 3/4  girls – please register 

via this QR code.  No teams 

will be registered or organised 

through schools this term. 

Year 3/4  boys – please register 

via this QR code.  No teams will 

be registered or organised 

through schools this term. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISCLAIMER These are notices we include on request of organisations and individuals. 

Try it, Play it, Love it. 

 Community Tennis and Pickleball Open Days 

will be held at the 

Richmond Tennis Club on  

Saturday 2nd May 1pm - 3.30pm and  

Sunday 3rd May  

11am - 1pm.   

  

Families are very welcome. 

 


