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Our children are extremely lucky that a number of teachers are 

willing to undertake extra activities at lunchtimes which children 

can be involved in. Lucky children! Here is an example. On Friday 

lunchtimes, either in the hall or on the stage area outside the 

staffroom, children can opt-in to a Jump Jam activity. They can be 

any age. This is organised by a number of the teachers. Last Friday, 

7 teachers were involved - Mrs Armstrong, Mrs Andrews, Miss 

Maher, Miss Springer, Mrs Johnston, Mrs Ydgren and Mrs Joass. As 

can be seen in the photo – a number of our older students are 

leading this particular routine.  
 

 

10th March 2026 

From the Tumuaki desk this week … 



 

One of the wonderful things about the Richmond School community is the support parents and families are 

prepared to provide others. From time to time all families need support for a whole host of reasons. A number 

of years ago we set up an initiative called ‘Plate it forward’ where others provide a meal of two for families 

when there is a need.  

 

This may entail making a meal or baking maybe twice a year. No names are ever mentioned, the helpers 

prepare a meal and deliver it to the school office, where we arrange for them to be delivered to the family 

involved. 

 

Would you be able to help? We are looking to update our list of volunteers, so even if you’ve done them 

before, please be in touch with the office to let us know. We would really appreciate your help. 
 

 

 

The Minister of Education has provided all school with two ACCORD Days to be used in 2026. These are 

Professional Development days for the staff to upskill in the new ‘Refreshed’ Mathematics curriculum. 

  

We had previously notified the Board, staff and parents the first ACCORD day would be held on Friday 29th May 

(the day prior to King’s Birthday weekend). Unfortunately, no Ministry of Education facilitators are available 

that day so we have had to re-schedule it to Friday 15th May 2026. 3 other schools will be joining with us for the 

day – Brightwater, Appleby and Ranzau.  

  

Richmond School will be closed in Friday 15th May 2026. 

  

At the moment, our second ACCORD DAY is going to be Friday 23rd October. 
 

SWIMMING POOL 

Swimming finishes Friday 13th March. 

Last afternoon for pool holders to use the pool 

is Thursday 12th March 2026. 

Please return all pool keys to the office. 

Thanks 



Last year, I placed a statement in the newsletter about computer games such as Fortnite, Minecraft and the dangers of 
children on these sites and especially without parent supervision. 
 
Here is a repeat of the statement after some teachers and parents asked for it to be included again in this week’s 
newsletter. 
 
More and more children in the school are talking about playing the game ‘Fortnite’.  Whilst we understand the game is very 
popular, it is also highly addictive and unsafe if played without strict monitoring. 
 
Before your child plays ‘Fortnite’ for the first time or goes back on-line, I urge you to take the time to learn more about it 
and the risks by viewing the suggested links below. 
 
The game is rated for children aged 12 and over which means it is not recommended for any child at primary school. 
However, children as young as 5 are saying that they are playing the game and sometimes everyday. We are very aware of 
this and know children who, as 7 year olds, are playing the game unsupervised.  
 
I personally don’t think there are good reasons for children this young to be playing the game especially when the rating 
age is 12. Apart from the mild violence, the game is designed for on-line chat with other players, it is competitive and is 
highly addictive. It is the on-line chat aspect that can lead to the disagreements here at school. It isn’t good use of teachers 
and management time dealing with the emotional and physical fall-out of disagreements from this game. We would prefer 
to have teachers and children focussed on academic learning. We are aware some children at times are worried about 
coming to school as an outcome of the on-line chat abusive statements. 
 
Addictive games often lead to tiredness, extreme behaviour and a lack of interest in other things. Children can react badly if 
the parents ask them to stop playing a game part way through a game that can typically take 20-30 minutes to play. 
Primary aged children (in my opinion) should not be playing this game. We are seeing children turning up at school very 
tired and some turning up late and then struggling to stay on-task. We are aware that some children are playing the game 
on devices when they should be asleep.  
 
As a parent it can be difficult to make unpopular decisions for your children. Particularly when people in the media are 
promoting the game and other children/friends are playing the game. Having said that, it is really important that your 
children are kept safe and their well-being is protected.  
 
Gaming can be good fun but needs to be appropriate and carefully monitored. 
https://netsafe.org.nz/fortniteadvice/ 
https://childmind.org/article/parents-guide-dealing-fortnite/ 
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/parents-guide-fortnite-battle-royale 
 
This is the same with Minecraft. Our primary aged children should only be on the Educational Minecraft site (not other 
Minecraft sites). 
Now there is another platform called ‘Roblox’ which parents need to be fully aware of and understand both its appeal and 
its potential risks, especially for younger children. 
Roblox is not just one game — it’s a game creation and social platform where users can play millions of user-generated 
games across genres like adventure, role-play, obstacle courses, and simulations. Children can customize avatars, earn 
virtual currency called Robux, and even build their own games using Roblox Studio. 
Its popularity among primary-aged students comes from: 

• Creative freedom: Children can build and explore imaginative worlds. 
• Social interaction: Players can chat and collaborate in games. 
• Accessibility: Available on phones, tablets, computers, and consoles. 

 
While Roblox can be a fun and educational space, there are several concerns parents and educators should be aware of: 
Inappropriate Content 

• Because games are user-generated, some may include violence, sexual themes, or disturbing imagery not suitable 
for children. 

https://netsafe.org.nz/fortniteadvice/
https://childmind.org/article/parents-guide-dealing-fortnite/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/parents-guide-fortnite-battle-royale


• Even with moderation, inappropriate games can slip through. 
Online Predators 

• Roblox includes chat features and friend requests, which can expose children to strangers and potential grooming 
attempts. 

• Some predators have exploited the platform’s social features despite safety measures. 
Cyberbullying 

• The open chat system can lead to bullying or harassment, which may affect a child’s mental health. 
• Children may not always report these incidents or know how to respond. 

Addiction and Screen Time 
• The endless variety of games can lead to excessive play, impacting sleep, schoolwork, and physical activity. 

In-Game Purchases 
• Robux can be bought with real money, and children may overspend or be targeted by scams. 

 
How to Keep Kids Safe - Parents can take proactive steps to protect their children: 

• Enable parental controls: Roblox offers account restrictions, chat filters, and privacy settings. 
• Monitor gameplay: Know which games your child is playing and who they’re interacting with. 
• Talk openly: Encourage kids to report anything that makes them uncomfortable. 
• Limit screen time: Set boundaries to ensure healthy balance. 

 
 

 



Raffle tickets and info 

should be at home by 

the end of today.   

If you’d like more 

tickets, please collect 

from the office. 

Tickets and money to 

the office by 25th 

March please. 

 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Heritage Productions visited our school recently to take our annual school photos.   
 

An order card has been produced for each child present on the day of the photo 

session.  The order card contains the following information:  

• Photo proof. 

• Unique passcode.  This enables you to view and order your child’s images 

online.   

• QR code and website details for ordering. 
 

To place a photo order please either scan the QR code or visit their website listed 

on the order card.  Their website contains all the information on pack sizes and 

pricing.   Payments are online via credit or debit card. 

Orders for FREE delivery to school close on 17 March 2026 at 

11.59pm.  Orders placed after this date will be sent via NZ Couriers and shipping 

applies.  

You will receive an order confirmation by email. 

 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
DISCLAIMER These are notices we include on request of organisations and individuals. 


