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Recently, seven senior syndicate classes from Richmond School (Nelson) held their school camps at Lake Rotoiti.  

In total, over 180 nine and ten year old students, 10 teachers and at least 30 parents attended the 3 day, 2 night camps 

over a 3½ week period, staying at the Red Deer Lodge. 

The foci for these camps were Turangawaewae (celebrating places where we belong) and NZ flora and fauna. 

As a result of teaching Barry Thomas’ granddaughter at school a few years ago, I heard about the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ 

organisation and approached his daughter for contacts. 

I was delighted to meet up with Butch Goodwin and wheels were put in motion to include the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ as a part 

of our programme whilst the classes were on camp. 

Using the excellent Department of Conservation’s centre’s auditorium and display space as a classroom, Butch and his 

group of volunteers freely gave up their time to become the kaiako to help children understand the effects of predators 

and how the trapping processes have changed over time and how they work. They also assisted students in their 

understanding of the displays and answered questions as they arose. 

Back in the classroom, there have been follow-ups across the curriculum. Reading programmes have continued focussing 

on birds, insects, snails, reptiles, bats, tuna, the mustelid, possum and wasp predations, freshwater testing, national parks 

and mainland islands. 

Individual inquiry research has been undertaken with students branching out into their own investigations and many 

critical thinking opportunities were presented like:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6th April 2023 

From the Tumuaki desk this week … 

THANKS TO ‘FRIENDS OF ROTOITI’ 

 

 



My class has also visited Borck Creek (Richmond) to participate in a lesson taken by Prashanti 

Lovegrove (TDC Enviroment Educator) to learn about how to check the health of a local water 

way and we did a comparison between the long-finned tuna of the lake and short-finned tuna of 

the creek. 

We also went on a visit to Natureland to learn about their native birds and tuatara. Whaea Kelly 

O’Leary from the Nelson Museum visited to retell the maori legend of the lake and tuna. 

In art, my class has completed chalk pastel pictures of takehe and tuna in the style of artist 

Warren Pohatu and we have painted NZ parrots and plan on creating an abstract painting of the 

lake and a creation of the lake legend. 

We have also completed posters using technology 

on kiwi, takehe and pukeko; pencil and charcoal drawings of kiwi, drawings of 

wasps and clay sculptures of tuatara. This week we have been focusing on Whio 

and making a double door on our personal choice for ‘Bird of the Year’ from 

what we have studied this term. 

We were really grateful that the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ were able to support our 

camps. Two students have already been back up to the lake with their families 

so hopefully they have continued to build their relationships with the lake 

environment and maybe one day will become volunteers to continue the hard 

work the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ do. 

The volunteers in the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ group members were amazing. Their content delivery and use of resources made 

it easier for the children to build up their knowledge of a local area. We also 

appreciated the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ finding time to educate seven classes 

especially when it was your busy baiting season.  

We were also grateful they were involved in wasp baiting prior to our camps as 

taking a camp with the threat of wasps around makes risk management so much 

harder.  

Hopefully in the future, the ‘Friends of Rotoiti’ will continue to be available to 

pass on their passion and knowledge to our younger generations, teachers and 

parents. 

Thank you ‘Friends of Rotoiti’. Your mahi is greatly appreciated.  

- Raewyn Brenton (Room 3 class teacher). 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TERM 1 FINISHES 3pm THURSDAY 6th APRIL  
 Good Friday 7th April 

 

TERM 2 BEGINS 9am WEDNESDAY 26th APRIL  
Accord (Staff Only) Day Monday 24th April 

& ANZAC Day Tuesday 25th April 



 

 

 

 

 

The Piwakawaka Syndicate had lots of fun on our trip last Friday. We went to the Centre of New Zealand and then to 

Tahuna Beach.  On the way in the bus we looked at lots of special places in Nelson. Mrs Joass also told us a very exciting 

story about Kupe and the Wheke. The weather was beautiful, the parents were wonderful and the children were awesome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

PIWAKAWAKA SYNDICATE TRIP 

 

 PTC EASTER RAFFLE 
Huge thank you to the school community 

for your support with our Easter Raffle. 

A fantastic $5,477 was raised. 

All winners have been notified. 

 

The main parts have been allocated 

and the children are very excited 

about Term 2. Other children will find 

out what they will be doing in weeks 1 

and 2 next term. All Senior children 

will be involved. 

There are lot of opportunities for 

parents to help if they wish.  We will 

send information home next term. 

 



 

 

  

  

 
DISCLAIMER These are notices we include on request of organisations and individuals. 

Term 2 Coaching Programmes 2023 
at Richmond Tennis Club 

Monday 24th April – Friday 30th June 

 
RTC Hotshots – Family Fun 

Day offered: Saturday 9 – 9.45am, starting April 29th  

This is a fun session for players aged between 5 – 9 years, starting out in 

tennis and wanting to give it a go! Lots of hand-eye coordination activities, 

learning through play, and improving racket-ball skills. Parents/caregivers 

are welcome and encouraged to join the fun! 

Cost: $60 members, $80 non-members 

Pee Wee (5 – 8 years) - Red Level 
Day offered: Monday 3.20pm – 4pm starting April 24th  

A high energy and fun introduction to tennis with more technical coaching, 

with the use of red low-compression tennis balls and mini-nets. This group 

works on basic tennis skills and development towards a love of the game, 

learning through play! You will also learn how to score and rules of the 

game. 

Cost: $85 members, $105 non-members   

Smashers (8 – 12 years) - Orange Level 
Smashers – Day offered: Monday 4 – 5pm starting April 24th  

This program is for players who are beginners or have recently graduated 

from the Pee Wee Program. This is a chance for players to improve their 

technical skills toward rallying and serving as well as having fun! This session 

is held on a three-quarter full court. 

Cost: $100 members, $120 non-members 

 
For further information, please contact Kolie van Zyl 
027 829 3306 or kolievz@yahoo.com 
 



 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Athletics Nelson with support from Downer will be hosting the 

2023 Schools Cross-country League over three events in the 

month of May. 

Full details of dates, times, venues, entry, grades etc can be 

found at the following link: 

https://athleticsnelson.co.nz/childrens-winter-x-

country/ 

Please calendar these events and encourage participation 

within your school. 

• Saturday 13th May – Saxton Fields 
• Saturday 20th May – Branford Park 
• Saturday 27th May – Saxton Field 

Waimea Harriers welcome any students wanting to do some 

warm-up races on  

22 April, 29 April and 6th May at Moturoa/Rabbit Island. 

Further details can be found 

here: https://www.waimeaharriers.nz/ 

 

Check out their website: 

https://www.celticpipeband-nelson.nz/cpb-

learner-programme 

 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__athleticsnelson.co.nz_childrens-2Dwinter-2Dx-2Dcountry_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=oRsWkxcDUSIM0LLUaBfNNw1V248UQsLDyLUKjurjB7BqO--pNqLH6mbBM7P8XM5V&m=M3k9ui_z_RE393VltBhOr-2zSvSjJxnu-XVeud6qfB0DOMctfF90z4sBY_L1t1br&s=vzifz22t9JvZf8MMYLCNepwcux--p4lzEZ-xRdiNlLg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__athleticsnelson.co.nz_childrens-2Dwinter-2Dx-2Dcountry_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=oRsWkxcDUSIM0LLUaBfNNw1V248UQsLDyLUKjurjB7BqO--pNqLH6mbBM7P8XM5V&m=M3k9ui_z_RE393VltBhOr-2zSvSjJxnu-XVeud6qfB0DOMctfF90z4sBY_L1t1br&s=vzifz22t9JvZf8MMYLCNepwcux--p4lzEZ-xRdiNlLg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.waimeaharriers.nz_&d=DwMFaQ&c=_Zm2Kb9yJrso4r0-N78Ezl-a6DfgMbIISn5tZXXqWk4&r=oRsWkxcDUSIM0LLUaBfNNw1V248UQsLDyLUKjurjB7BqO--pNqLH6mbBM7P8XM5V&m=M3k9ui_z_RE393VltBhOr-2zSvSjJxnu-XVeud6qfB0DOMctfF90z4sBY_L1t1br&s=BWZHL7D93rqt9LoyBvxtyGGkvf7avKbjlRPRkQLyW3k&e=
https://www.celticpipeband-nelson.nz/cpb-learner-programme
https://www.celticpipeband-nelson.nz/cpb-learner-programme

