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BULLYING – MORE PREVALENT IN SCHOOLS NOW? 
A parent asked me the other day whether bullying in schools is more prevalent in schools these days than in the past. This was in 
response to the recent media reports about bullying incidents at some local schools and nationally too. It is very difficult to answer such 
a question…. but here are some of my thoughts.  
 
I’ve taught in 9 schools during my 38 year teaching career and for a protracted period I was a Special Education advisor travelling 
around many primary schools in the region. My ‘gut feeling’ is there is less and I believe significantly less bullying in primary schools 
than in the past. I say this is a gut feeling as I believe one can find facts and figures to support either view. Last month an OECD survey 
found 15 year-olds in NZ reported the second highest rate of bullying out of 51 countries – a statistic that the Children’s Commissioner 
has blasted as “utterly unacceptable and deeply disturbing”. The survey showed over a quarter of the students taking part reported 
being subjected to some type of bullying at least a few times a month.  
 
Some schools report they are ‘bully free’. I’m not convinced this is possible as there is bullying in society in general. However, I believe 
what is being referred to is schools promote their schools as being ‘bullying-free zones’ where bullying is effectively dealt with. There is 
a subtle difference in the wording and interpretation. When there are 450 pupils at our school there will always be disagreements and 
what one child sees as ‘a bit of fun and ok teasing’, another child may well see that as bullying and indeed significant bullying. 
 
The various types of bullying, the frequency and severity of them need to be considered. One significant difference in recent years has 
been social media bullying and text bullying. Social media (e.g. facebook) and texting can be great ways of keeping ‘connected’ but they 
are also easy ways to vents one’s nasty comments. Then once on social media sites these can spread very quickly and get out-of-hand. 
 
What I also know is that one needs to set up a climate within a school where pupils are comfortable to share their concerns and views 
about bullying.  We like to deal with bullying issues and provide the children with the tools to deal with them themselves along with our 
guidance and support. We want pupils to let us know of concerns and I believe teachers these days are more skilled at dealing with all 
forms of bullying. We treat all concerns seriously. The last thing we want is for children to go home upset and then fear coming to 
school the next day. We appreciate it when parents let us know that there has been an issue, so we can investigate and deal with it. On 
occasions it is fair to say children can present a bias view to their parents so it is important for us to fully investigate each concern. In 
the past a lot of bullying was dealt with by the perpetrator receiving punishments of varying degree. The problem with this approach, 
the bullying often becomes more subtle or in some cases more severe. Our approach is very much ‘surety of follow-up and support 
rather than severity of punishment’. Sometimes changes can be immediate and at other times changes will take time and on-going 
intervention will be required.  
 
Our approach is to proactively deal with bullying and our aim is to provide a ‘bullying-free zone’. 

 

WINTER CHILLS 
We have been incredibly fortunate to have had such a sunny, calm autumn and then.…all of a sudden the winter chills and snuffles have 
hit! Please keep your children home if they are unwell so colds and flus don’t spread rapidly and rampantly! Many thanks. 
 

OFFICEMAX DONATION 
Earlier in the year many parents purchased stationery from OfficeMax. 220 orders (totally $10,859.26) were placed with them and so in 
return they credited our school account with $1,059.05 so we can purchase school supplies for our school. Many thanks! 
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SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 

Parents will have received a notice about the school cross-country out at Rabbit Island next Tuesday (23rd May). If wet the postponement 
date is Thursday 25th May. If the event is postponed then this will be announced via the school facebook page, the school answer phone and an 
email will be sent to those for whom we have addresses. 
 
Teachers have been out to check the usual tracks. Unfortunately, many trees have been felled in the area. There is now limited but 
sufficient space in the Senior/ and Middle syndicates congregation area so their running track will be similar to previous years (western 
end). The Juniors track has had to be moved to behind the main toilet block. The PTC will be cooking the BBQ sausages for lunch in this 
area too and the children will be playing on the beach in the afternoon immediately in front of the main toilet block. They will be 
leaving on the buses from around 2:00pm – 2:15pm.  
 

The Parent-Teacher Committee is providing free one BBQ sausage/bread per child (If you want your child to have one).  
 

The programme is: roughly  

 Senior/Middle syndicates (Rooms 1 – 11) leave school by bus at 9:15 am and the Junior syndicates (Rooms 12 – 20) at 10:15 am. 

 The Middle/Senior syndicates races will hopefully begin between 9.45 am and 10am with the 8 and under girls’ race followed by 
the boys. Other age groups follow at approximately 10 minute intervals. 11 year olds run with 10 year olds due to low numbers . 

 The Junior races will begin at approximately 10:50 am in age groups at the junior circuit (starting with 5 year olds then 6s and 7s 
who are not in the middle syndicate classes). 

 
Children may take an alternative lunch or extra lunch if desired and they need to take along their OWN DRINK and MORNING TEA.  
Children to be responsible for any required medication e.g. inhalers, stings/allergy. Please give to class teacher prior to leaving for Rabbit 
Island. 
Children will need to run in comfortable clothing and must wear appropriate footwear and have warm clothing for after the run. A spare 
set of pants might be a good idea as children often get damp when playing in the sand.  

 

Parents/grandparents are very welcome to come along to support this event but please park away from the running and assembling 
areas. 

Please remember to return your child’s permission slip and $3.50 for the bus. 
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PARKING HABITS and SAFETY 

We are very fortunate the ‘Church on the hill’ allow us to their carpark before school and after school. It is private property. Of huge 
concern is a few car drivers that park and/or drive on the grass bank. Please respect the ‘Church on the hill’ property. 
 
A number of parents are flouting the laws surrounding: 

 The P2 signs (parking for 2 minutes only) outside the main office between 8:30 – 9:30am and 2:30 – 3:30pm. 

 Yellow lines along Church Street, on the corner by the main office and on Cambridge Street by the RTLB building. 

The P2 signs are there to aid traffic flow at peak times. The yellow lines are to make sure people do not park where it becomes a 
potential visibility hazard. At the end of the day our students’ safety is PARAMOUNT.  
 
Many thanks to all those who model good driving and parking practices. 
 
 
 
 
 

PTC HAPPENINGS 

QUIZ NIGHT  

If you have any donations of prizes or a 

business contact who may wish to 

sponsor a table at the quiz night, please 

drop them off at the school office or 

phone Rochelle Krammer on 

0211180772 

 

In particular, does anyone 

have contacts for 

accommodation in Hanmer?? 

JOIN OUR SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE TO KEEP UP 

TO DATE WITH SCHOOL EVENTS AND HAPPENINGS 

Richmond School - Nelson 
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SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 
THURSDAY MAY 23rd 

Rabbit Island 
Please return the permission 

slip and bus money ($3.50)  

BY TOMORROW (Friday 19th).  

Thanks to the PTC committee 

who are providing a sausage 

for each child and staff.  

  

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 
Orders are due by 

Friday 19th May.   

TERM 2 EVENTS 

 

               Week 4: 

 Tuesday 23rd May - School Cross-country (Rabbit Island). – Postponement Thursday 25th May 

               Week 6: 

 Monday 5th June – QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HOLIDAY. 

 Wednesday 7th June - Interschool cross-country.- Postponement Friday 9th June 

 Thursday 8th June - ‘Disasters’ Rich Topic Art Assembly 11:30am–12:30pm. 

 Friday 9th June - PTC quiz night. 

               Week 8: 

 Monday 19th – Friday 23rd - Production preparations week – More details later. 

 

               Week 9: 

 Sunday 25th June - Production set-up at Hope Community Church. 

 Monday 26th June - Production Rehearsal at Hope Community Church. 

 Tuesday 27th June – Two Production performances at Hope Community Church. 

 Wednesday 28th June – Two Production performances at Hope Community Church. 

 Thursday 29th June - 'Disasters' Living Museum. 

 Thursday 29th June - Board meeting 7:00pm. 

 

Week 10: 

 Tuesday 4th July – Mid-year school Interviews. 

 Wednesday – July - Mid-year school interviews. 

 Wednesday 5th July - ‘Inspire Me Day’ at NMIT. More details later for those involved. 

 

 
Richmond Vixens 10am court 2 

Richmond Tactix 10am court 6 
Richmond Swifts 10am court 11 

 

All four teams are playing at 4pm 
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DISCLAIMER These are notices we include on request of the following organisations and individuals. 

“Ensuring teenagers and older children are 
immunised” 

Those born during the 1990s and early 2000s may have missed out on 
measles and other important immunisations because they were born before 

the National Immunisation Register reminded health professionals and 
parents when immunisations were due. 

The Ministry of Health’s overarching key messages are below. 

1. Make sure your teen is up-to-date with all their immunisations. 
2. Immunisation at age 11–12 provides ongoing protection against 

tetanus, HPV and other serious diseases. 
3. Many teenagers missed out on measles immunisation as young 

children and need protection now against outbreaks. 
4. The National Immunisation Schedule is changing to include the 

chickenpox immunisation for some children. Talk to your family 
doctor or practice nurse for more information. 

 For more information on Immunisation, go to: www.immune.org.nz, 

www.health.govt.nz/immunisation  or phone 0800 IMMUNE (466 

863) 

For more information specifically about immunisation for older children, visit: 
www.health.govt.nz/imms-older-children 
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